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2 International Road Federation

2016 marked the beginning 
of a very exciting era for 
a global IRF guided by 

a new mission statement and brand identi-
ty which together affirmed and strengthened 
our ambition to be the world’s leading pro-
vider of knowledge resources, advocacy ser-
vices, and continuing education programs.

This new vision was established as we si-
multaneously voted to end our long-stand-
ing support of the IRF Geneva Programme 
Centre. The decision that unification could 
not be achieved was truly a disappointment 
to all concerned, but in the end, the imped-
iments to bring together two sovereign or-
ganizations with distinct ideals proved to be 
insurmountable.

A new era of the IRF is underway.

The IRF’s Board of Directors has been ex-
panded to cover every geographical region 
and segment of the industry we represent, 
ensuring the interests of governments, pri-
vate sector firms, research institutes, univer-
sities and national road associations contin-
ue to be heard.

Through regional management teams and 
offices, we now offer closer proximity with 
policy trends, operational realities and trans-
port stakeholders across 71 countries where 
IRF members are present.  

In parallel, we have invested to expand the 
IRF’s global suite of programs and knowl-
edge resources, while making them available 
to a wider community of road and transport 
professionals and ensuring our role as the 
industry’s most trusted brand in continuing 
education.

In 2016, we delivered capacity-strengthening 
programs in 24 countries in conjunction with 
road agencies and development institutions. 
Major breakthroughs in our advocacy ser-
vices were also achieved with the launch of 
a new series of White Papers and the adop-
tion of new lending guidelines by the World 
Bank mandating safety audits on new roads, 
a position long defended by the IRF. Institu-
tional ties were strengthened with regional 
organizations such as the Road Engineering 
Association of Asia and Australasia (REAAA) 
and the South-East Europe Transport Obser-
vatory (SEETO). 

In 2017, the IRF will conduct five major events 
designed to draw stakeholders from all seg-
ments of the transport industry, and and will 
hold the first-ever IRF Global Road Summit, 
to be held in Bali, Indonesia. The Global Road 
Summit will be augmented with regional 
events in Africa, the Caribbean, Europe & 
Central Asia, Latin America, and the Middle 
East. All of these events will be designed to 
enable countries everywhere to progress 
towards better, safer and smarter road sys-
tems.  

Lastly, let me underscore our continuing ef-
forts to sustain the reach and ambition of the 
IRF Fellowship Program. By enhancing the 
education of the next generation of trans-
portation leaders, the Program provides an 
invaluable service to our industry. In turn, I 
encourage road organizations everywhere 
to consider financial support to build on this 
legacy in 2017 and beyond.

Eng� Abdullah A� Al-Mogbel

IRF Chairman

“A new era of the 
IRF is underway.”

CHAIRMAN’S FOREWORD



IRF AT-A-GLANCE
OUR ORGANIZATION 
A Global Federation
The International Road Federation welcomes 
members from government, academia, road 
associations, research institutes, and private 
industry. 

We are a global not-for-profit organization, 
headquartered in Washington, DC since 1948 
and supported by regional offices throughout 
the world. 

The IRF serves a network of public and private 
sector members in more than 70 countries by 
providing resources, services, and education.

OUR MISSION 
Building Partnerships
We assist countries in progressing towards better, 
safer and smarter road systems.

We develop and deliver world-class knowledge 
resources, advocacy services, and continuing edu-
cation programs, which together offer a global mar-
ketplace for best practices and industry solutions.

We serve a wide range of member organizations 
from both the public and private sectors of the 
road and transport industry. Together, we form 
a global network for information exchange and 
business development.

We invest in the next generation of transport lead-
ers. Since 1949, the IRF has awarded educational 
scholarships to individuals in 119 countries to pur-
sue careers in the road and transport industry.

OUR VISION 
Better Roads. Better World.
We believe that well-planned, safe, accessi-
ble and environmentally sound road networks 
are fundamental building blocks for human 
and economic development.

We are committed to increasing road and 
transport investments to meet the demands 
for safe and efficient travel and the flow of 
goods and services that help improve the 
lives of people worldwide.

We engage with governments, development 
institutions, businesses, and academia around 
the world to make our vision a reality.

IRF chartered in 
Washington, DC

Award first IRF 
Fellowships

1st IRF World Meeting, 
held in Washington, DC

Established the 
International Road 

Educational Foundation 
(IREF)

Governments included 
as Full Members of IRF

U.S. President Reagan 
congratulates IRF on its 

achievements

1st IRF Silk Road 
Conference

Created IRF Global Road 
Achievement Awards 

(GRAA)

1st IRF Caribbean  
Regional Congress

 17th IRF World Meeting 
held in Saudi Arabia

1st IRF Asia Regional 
Congress

1st IRF Africa Regional 
Congress

1st IRF Europe & Central 
Asia Regional Congress

End unification efforts 
with IRF Geneva and 
establish IRF Global

1948 1949 1952 1954 1975 1988 1999 2001 2011 2013 2014 2015 2016

IRF MILESTONES
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IRF BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chairman
Abdullah A� Al-Mogbel 
Ministry of Transport (formerly) 
(Saudi Arabia)

Past Chairman
Brian Stearman 
Parsons Corporation (retired) 
(USA) 

Vice Chairmen
Jeffrey R. Reed 
Valley Slurry Seal Company 
(USA)

T� Peter Ruane 
ARTBA (USA)

Thomas Topolski 
Louis Berger (France)

Treasurer
Lester Yoshida 
Parsons Corporation (Canada) 

President & CEO 
Secretary
C� Patrick Sankey 
International Road Federation

IREF Chairman
Essam Radwan 
University of Central Florida 
(USA)

Elected Directors to Serve on the Executive Committee
Hermanto Dardak 
REAAA (Indonesia)

Dan Hickey 
3M (USA)

Robert Jaffe 
Consystec (USA)

William Russell 
Eberle Design Inc. (USA)

Chris Sanders 
Lindsay Transportation 
Solutions (USA)

Omar Smadi 
Iowa State University 
(USA)

Fernando Vilhena 
Armco Staco  
(Brazil)

Kiyoshi Watariguchi 
Maeda Corporation 
(Japan)

Directors (2015-2017)
3M 
Dan Hickey (USA)

Armco Staco 
Fernando Vilhena (Brazil)

ARTBA 
Pete Ruane (USA)

Avery Dennison 
Patricia Calle (Colombia)

Consystec 
Robert Jaffe (USA)

Sensys Gatso Group 
Philip Wijers 
(Netherlands)

Horizon Signal 
Technologies 
David Krahulec (USA)

Ministry of Public Works 
Waskito Pandu (Indonesia)

Iowa State University 
Omar Smadi (USA)

LanammeUCR 
Luis Loria (Costa Rica)

Louis Berger 
Thomas Topolski 
(France)

Maeda Corporation 
Kiyoshi Watariguchi 
(Japan)

Parsons 
Lester Yoshida (Canada)

REAAA 
Hermanto Dardak 
(Malaysia)

Ministry of Transport 
Hathlool Al-Hathlool 
(Saudi Arabia)

South African Road 
Federation 
Neil Tolmie (South Africa)

Transpo Industries 
Michael Stenko (USA)

Trinity Highway 
Products 
Gregg Mitchell (USA)

Ministry of Transport, 
Telecommunications 
and Maritime Affairs 
Ismail Kartal (Turkey)

University of Nebraska 
Ronald Faller (USA)

Valley Slurry Seal Co� 
Jeffrey Reed (USA)

Directors (2016-2018)
Arizona State University 
Kamil Kaloush (USA)

Argentina Road 
Association 
Miguel Angel Salvia 
(Argentina)

China Road Federation 
Joe Y. Chou  
(Chinese Taipei)

Consystec 
Robert Jaffe (USA)

Dar Al-Handasah 
Bashar Rihani (Lebanon)

DBi 
John LeFante (USA)

Eberle Design Inc� 
William Russell (USA)

Iowa State University 
Omar Smadi (USA)

Japan Road Contractors 
Association 
Takeo Miyoshi (Japan)

Korea Expressway Corp� 
TBN (South Korea)

Lindsay Transportation 
Solutions 
Chris Sanders (USA)

Ministry of 
Communications 
Raul Murrieta (Mexico)

Ministry of Infrastructure 
Development 
Eng. Ahmed AlHammadi 
(UAE) 

Ministry of Public Works 
Jose Miguel Ortega 
(Chile)

Ministry of Public Works 
Abdullah Al-Hassan 
(Kuwait)

Ministry of Works 
Essam Khalaf (Bahrain)

Saudi Binladin Group 
Bakr Binladin (Saudi 
Arabia)

Saudi Consulting 
Services 
Tarek Al-Shawaf (Saudi 
Arabia)

Sumitomo Mitsui 
Construction Co� 
Akio Kasuga (Japan)

Swarco 
TBN (Austria)

Traffic-Tech 
Husam Musharbash 
(Qatar)

University of Central 
Florida 
Essam Radwan (USA)

Troxler Electronic 
Laboratories, Inc� 
William F. Troxler, Jr. 
(USA)

The World Bank 
TBN (USA)

Xerox 
Richard Harris (UK)

Zydex Industries 
Ajay Ranka (India)

With leadership from 25 countries, the IRF Board of Directors represents all aspects of the road and transport industry, including government, 
academia, and the private sector, and truly reflects the IRF’s status as a global federation.



IRF COMMITTEES  
The International Road Federation is a leading global advocate for the road sector, promoting best practices across all major policy areas. 
Through IRF Committees, knowledge-sharing programs, and capacity building initiatives, IRF members can reach out to a global audience of key 
governmental decision-makers and affect real change in road policies around the world. 

REGIONAL AFFAIRS
All members in good standing of IRF 
are eligible for induction in IRF regional 
committees. Committee objectives include: 
identify the needs of regional members; 
provide guidance to staff in the development 
of regional events and advocacy initiatives; 
and provide a forum for intra- and inter-
regional communications.

Africa
Chair:  Magnus Quarshi, Institution of 

Engineers, Ghana 

Latin America 
Chair:  Miguel Angel Salvia, Argentina Road 

Association, Argentina 

Middle East & North 
Africa 
Chair: Husam Musharbash, Traffic Tech, Qatar

New Committees for 2017
Caribbean Affairs

Central Asia Affairs

Pavements

TECHNICAL COMMITTEES
The mission of the IRF Technical Committees 
is to foster a network of practitioners to 
share knowledge and contribute to the 
development of improved best practices.

Asset Management
Chair: Omar Smadi, Iowa State University

ITS
Chair: William (Bill) Russell, Eberle Design, Inc.

Subcommittees
• Business Development
• Education
• Road User Charging
• Systems Engineering

Road Safety
Chair:  Chris Sanders, Lindsay Transportation 

Solutions

Subcommittees
• Driver Behavior, Education, and Training
• Enforcement
• Intersections/Roundabouts
• Roadside Safety Features
• Vulnerable Users
• Work Zones & Temporary Traffic Control Safety

IRF Launches 
Subcommittee  
on Road User 
Charging
At a time when many governments and 
city authorities around the world are 
challenged to manage transport de-
mand and recover costs from road us-
ers, members of the International Road 
Federation have launched a new com-
mittee dedicated to tolling and other 
forms of road user charging.

The committee’s chief aim is to offer 
IRF members an opportunity to for-
mulate policy and technological rec-
ommendations that support informed 
policy-making and lead to cost-effec-
tive solutions in those cases where road 
user charging meets clearly identified 
mobility objectives and societal goals. 
In doing so, members of the subcom-
mittee will also have a key role in artic-
ulating technology-neutral awareness 
raising initiatives and capacity building 
programs to be led by the IRF.

2016 Annual Report: An Executive Summary of Activities 5



International Road Federation6

49 events held globally 

Expanded presence in Europe & Central Asia

Opened two new regional offices

A GLOBAL 
FOOTPRINT
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“The IRF is truly a 
global organization.”
Thomas Topolski
Louis Berger
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IRF Road Scholar Program 
January 9–15 
Washington, D.C., USA

68th IRF Annual Meeting & 
General Assembly 
January 12 
Washington, D.C., USA

Building Climate Resilience in 
Road Infrastructure: A Cross-
Sectoral Roundtable 
January 13 
Washington, D.C., USA

Bridge Maintenance & Repair 
Workshop 
February 14–16 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Roadside & Work Zone Safety 
Workshop 
March 2–3 
Bogotá, Colombia

Performance–Based Contracts  
Executive Seminar 
March 6–12 
London, England 

Engineering Fundamentals for 
Road Safety Audits 
Executive Seminar 
March 13–17 
Dubai, UAE 

Pavements Workshop 
March 30 
Sao Paulo, Brazil 

Road Network  
Safety Management 
Executive Seminar 
September 4–8 
Dubai, UAE

Safer Roads by Design™  
Workshop 
September 8–9 
Mexico City, Mexico

Output & PBC Workshop 
September 26–28 
Kampala, Uganda

Safer Roads by Design™ 
Workshop 
September 26–28 
Panama City, Panama

Road Safety Workshop 
May 30 – June 1 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 

PPPs in the Road Sector 
Workshop 
June 6–8 
Accra, Ghana 

Safer Roads by Design™ Workshop 
June 8 
Belgrade, Serbia

Safer Roads by Design™ Workshop 
June 10 
Sofia, Bulgaria

Pavements Conference 
August 24–25 
Bogotá, Colombia

PPPs in the Road Sector 
Workshop 
August 24–26 
Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe

Safer Roads By Design™ 
Workshop 
March 31 
Sao Paulo, Brazil 

Bridge Repair & Maintenance 
Workshop 
April 3–6 
Abha, Saudi Arabia 

Multi–Disciplinary Workshop 
April 6–7 
Amsterdam, Netherlands

Road Safety Workshop 
April 28–29 
Cuernavaca, Mexico 

Highway Project Management 
Workshop 
May 9–11 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 

5th IRF Caribbean Regional 
Congress 
May 16–20 
Montego Bay, Jamaica 

PPPs in the Road Sector 
Executive Seminar 
May 22–28 
Bali, Indonesia 

Output & PBC Workshop 
May 23–25 
Abuja, Nigeria 

Introduction to Road Safety 
Audits 
May 24-26 
Doha, Qatar

2016 ACTIVITIES 
More information: www�IRF�global/events

COUNTRIES WITH IRF 
REPRESENTATION

EXECUTIVE SEMINARS 
AND WORKSHOPS

REGIONAL OFFICES

REGIONAL CONGRESSES & 
INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS
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Work Zone Safety Training 
November 7–9 
Doha, Qatar

Road Drainage Engineering 
Workshop 
November 29–30 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 

Safer Roads by Design 
Executive Seminar 
December 4–10 
Orlando, Florida USA 

Introduction to Post-Crash 
Investigation 
December 5–9 
Doha, Qatar

Safe and Seamless Mobility in 
South-East Europe Workshop 
December 6 
Brussels, Belgium

Road Safety Management 
December 12–14 
Doha, QatarRoadside & Median Safety 

Training 
September 27–28 
Doha, Qatar

Global Road Safety: Public 
Health Trends, Road Safety 
Strategies and Policy Actions 
October 3-5 
Doha, Qatar

2nd IRF Asia Regional  
Congress & Exhibition 
October 16–20 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

IRF Monthly Webinar Series
• Minimum Qualifications for Road Safety Auditors

• State of the Art of Electronic Toll Collection

• Value for Money in PPPs

• Structural Health Monitoring

• Justifying a Maximum .05 Blood Alcohol 
Concentration as the Global Standard

• Transportation Asset Management: 
A Business Approach

• Safety Diagnosis Tools When Data is Scarce, 
Incomplete, or Uncertain

• Bridge Deck Scanning by Infrared Thermography

• Low Cost Effective Roadside Safety 
Countermeasures

• Safety Management Systems

• Bike Lane Design, Color, and Durable Material 
Specifications

PBC Executive 
Seminar 
October 30 – 
November 9 
Orlando, Florida USA

Speed & Automated 
Enforcement 
Technologies Training 
November 7–9 
Doha, Qatar
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REGIONAL CONGRESSES  
WHERE GOVERNMENT AND INDUSTRY MEET
5th IRF Caribbean Regional Congress:  
Stepping up to the Road Safety Challenge
Close to 100 participants from a host of Caribbean nations have 
reaffirmed a vision for roads free from death and serious injury.

Returning to Montego Bay, Jamaica, the IRF’s 5th Caribbean Regional 
Congress centered this year on discussions about reducing injury risk 
through coordinated action by public and private sector stakeholders.

Many of Jamaica’s government departments having a role in achiev-
ing this vision were present on the occasion, including the Ministries of 

Transport and Mining, Economic Growth and Job Creation, Health, Lo-
cal Government, and Community Development, as well as specialized 
agencies in charge of national works, and road maintenance.

In his keynote address, the Minister of Transport & Mining, the Hon. Les-
ter ‘Mike’ Henry said, “This Congress is the only one for the Region and 
your commitment to this task is greatly appreciated.” 

“IRF Congresses embody our role as a global 
broker of applied industry knowledge.”

C. Patrick Sankey 
IRF President & CEO
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2nd IRF Asia Regional Congress:  
Connecting Asia with Better Roads 
One of Asia’s most significant transportation 
events was held October 16-20 in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia at the joint invitation of the 
International Road Federation and the Road 
Engineering Association of Malaysia.

More than 1,200 participants from 56 
countries took part in the 2nd IRF Asia 

Regional Congress, a summit for road and 
transportation professionals. Highlighted 
issues addressed during the Congress include 
regional connectivity investments, climate-
resilient road infrastructure, and congestion 
management, as well as measures to 
strengthen regional capacity and tackle the 
region’s road traffic injury epidemic.

Asia Regional 
Congress by the 
Numbers:

... 1278 DELEGATES

... 56 COUNTRIES

... 69 EXHIBITORS

... 6  TECHNICAL TRACKS

... 195 SPEAKERS
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CAPACITY BUILDING HIGHLIGHTS
As a strong believer in continuing education, the IRF provides members, as well as road professionals worldwide, with educational and professional 
development opportunities and resources.

Bridging Zimbabwe’s 
Highway Gap with PPPs

The IRF organized a 3-day workshop on Public 
Private Partnerships (PPP) in Victoria Falls for 
road stakeholders in Zimbabwe to get gain in-
sights into present day dynamics in infrastruc-
ture financing. In attendance were senior level 
professionals from the Ministry of Transport, the 
Zimbabwe National Roads Administration (ZIN-
ARA), and mayors from cities and municipalities 
across Zimbabwe. 

Workshop attendees recognized the challenges 
in building new infrastructure and rehabilitating 
existing infrastructure with limited budgets. As 
such, this workshop provided them the oppor-
tunity to explore the feasibility of adding PPPs to 
their portfolio of infrastructure financing options. 
Through the workshop, the IRF was able to ob-
tain its objective of building transport stakehold-
er capacity within Africa.

Executive Seminar on Performance-Based Contracts
The 2016 IRF Executive Seminar on perfor-
mance-based contracts (March 6-12 - London, 
England) was the first IRF Executive Seminar to 
be conducted in Europe and a great indicator of 
the IRF’s new global footprint. 

The seminar was a great success with 32 high 
level delegates representing 14 countries in at-
tendance. The seminar featured eight of the 
most experienced implementers of Perfor-
mance-based contracts from Africa, Asia, North 
America, & Europe. 

The seminar focused on the steps needed to 
implement a performance-based contracts 
successfully. Furthermore, participants were 
able to analyze several successful case studies 
of successful implementations in developed 

and emerging econo-
mies. A special focus 
was also given to risk 
sharing, particularly al-
locating the risk to the 
party best able to cope 
with it. Another import-
ant topic discussed 
was how to set service 
levels consistent with 
the resources allocat-
ed to the contract and 
that are easily mea-
surable and leave no 
room for error.

This was one of the 
most engaging IRF 
Seminars to date, fea-

turing excellent interaction and the sharing of 
best practices between peers.
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PAGE TITLE

Cost-Effective Road 
Safety Diagnosis
Network safety management is an effective 
and essential instrument to help road author-
ities reduce the number of crashes and casu-
alties, as design standards alone cannot guar-
antee road safety in all conditions. “Ultimately, 
network screening is about augmenting our 
ability to conduct safety analyses and allocate 
resources more efficiently,” said Dr. Craig Milli-
gan, one of the course instructors.

Conceptualized and delivered by the IRF, and 
hosted by the UAE’s Ministry of Infrastructure 
Development, the new course offered the 
theoretical background and applied practic-
es to effectively identify and reduce exposure 
to traffic injury risk. Delegates from 10 coun-
tries received a thorough review of network 
screening practices, and practical steps to 
conduct a safety audit and inspection, as well 
as the role of crash and traffic data analytics. 
Course attendees were also provided with 
practical case studies from around the world.

Pavements Conference: 
Bogotá, Colombia
The International Road Federation orga-
nized an Asphalt and Concrete Pavement 
conference in Bogotá, Colombia from Au-
gust 24-25. The first of its kind in the coun-
try, the two day event brought together 
more than 120 stakeholders, including se-
nior-level professionals from the Ministry 
of Transport, INVIAS, Corasfaltos, ASOCRE-
TO, and the Municipality of Bogotá, as well 
as toll road concessionaires, contractors, 
product manufacturers, equipment manu-
facturers, and academia.

Speakers from the United States, Europe, 
Latin America, and Colombia discussed 
current best practices in design, construc-
tion, and maintenance of their primary road 
network, as well as the need to update ex-
isting standards and look for cost effective 
solutions that can improve the life cycle 
cost of their various projects.

The conference was complemented by a 
private commercial exhibit for IRF member 
companies to share information on their 
various products and services related to 
road construction and maintenance.

1. A one-stop resource for all your 
training needs

2. World-class instructors with institu-
tional and industry credentials

3. Executive and technical programs 
offered on a year-round basis

4. New courses introduced each year 
to respond to emerging issues

5. Customized courses (duration & lan-
guage) available on demand 

6. Preferential rates for government 
agencies and group / repeat appli-
cants

Why attend an IRF Training Program?

Road professionals took part in Certified IRF 
Training Programs in 2016

Countries hosted 
IRF Programs

New courses 
offered in 2016

12

2500

20

1

5

6

4

3

2
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Contact information

2016 event highlights

2017 program outlook

REGIONAL 
STAFF

ADVOCACY & KNOWLEDGE
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“The IRF has a prominent role in 
showcasing best practices and raising 
the standard across the industry.”
Chris Jennions 
Project Manager 
Bechtel Enka General Partnership
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AFRICA

2016 HIGHLIGHTS
• Output & Performance-Based Contracts Workshop, Nigeria and Uganda

• Public Private Partnerships in the Road Sector Workshop, Ghana and Zimbabwe

In 2016, the IRF succeeded in fulfilling its core 
mandate of building the capacity of African 
transport professionals. This is especially crit-
ical in an ever-changing environment where 
new trends in infrastructure contracting and 
financing are key in implementing sustainable 
road network programs. The IRF recognized 
challenges faced by transport stakeholders 
in navigating the complex dynamics of these 
new trends and reached out by organizing 
workshops and seminars where world-class 
instruction and valuable knowledge on sector 
issues were shared.

The IRF believes in the significance of safe 
and reliable road networks in accelerating the 
pace of socioeconomic development within 
Africa. Going forward, the IRF will continue to 
be a leading advocate and resource for build-
ing better, safer, and more sustainable roads 
in Africa. We will expand on avenues by which 
best practices are disseminated to African 
professionals in an effort to improve transport 

and mobility on the continent.

REGIONAL STAFF CONTACT

DR. LES MILLS
lmills@IRF.global

“2016 provided excellent opportu-
nities to share global best-practices 
with transport stakeholders in Africa.”

2017 HEADLINE 
EVENTS 

(see IRF Calendar for all activities)

• 2nd IRF Africa Regional 
Congress in Namibia

• Managing Infrastruc-
ture Assets Workshop in 
South Africa

• Road Safety Workshop in 
Botswana

• Asset Management 
Workshop in Kenya
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COMING IN 2017 
(see IRF Calendar for all activities)

• IRF Global Road Summit 
and 15th REAAA 
Conference in Indonesia

• Climate Adaptation of Road 
Infrastructure Conference 
in South Korea

• Opening of IRF Asia 
Regional Office in Malaysia

• IRF PPP Workshop in China

ASIA
REGIONAL STAFF CONTACT

HOWIE GAN
hgan@IRF.global

“2016 was a year in which the IRF 
strengthened its position as one of 
the leading voices for the develop-
ment of better roads in Asia, and our 
voice will only grow stronger in 2017.”

2016 HIGHLIGHTS
• 2nd IRF Asia Regional Congress & Exhibition, Malaysia

• Public Private Partnerships in the Road Sector Executive Seminar, Indonesia

2016 was a year of building new relationships 
and reinforcing existing ones. Among the 
highlights of the year were, a revised land-
mark MOU with the Road Engineering Associ-
ation of Asia and Australasia (REAAA), as well 
as conducting one of the most successful IRF 
regional congresses in our history in the 2nd 
IRF Asia Regional Congress in Kuala, Lumpur, 
Malaysia. 

Our activities in 2016 have helped reinforce an 
already solid foundation that will lead to a larg-
er and more prominent role regionally for the 
IRF. With its vast size and massive demands 
for better road infrastructure, Asia is the global 
hub of new road infrastructure development 
and a primary IRF focus area. Our 2017 plans 
will include an expanded portfolio of activities 
and a permanent regional office to keep the 
IRF in tune with the region’s demands.



REGIONAL STAFF CONTACT

BRENDAN HALLEMAN
bhalleman@IRF.global

“The IRF has an essential role in fos-
tering a culture of excellence in high-
way management across the region.”
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2016 HIGHLIGHTS
• Training Partnership with Intertraffic Amsterdam

• Content partner at Annual Meeting of West Balkan Transport Ministers

• Capacity-building safety programs in Serbia and Bulgaria

The region as a whole continues to undergo a 
rapid transition from planned to market econ-
omies, with profound impacts on the man-
agement of existing road assets and the de-
velopment of new connectivity links, spurred 
by transnational initiatives such as China’s One 
Belt, One Road program. Against this back-
drop, the IRF has maintained an essential cat-
alytic role in promoting programs aimed at 

strengthening capacity in government agen-
cies, stimulating private sector activity, and 
developing a common culture of excellence 
in highway planning and operations.

Growth in membership this year was driven by 
a clear value proposition presented to deci-
sion-makers during missions to 16 countries. 
For public agencies, we offer access to global 
knowledge resources and advisory services. 

For the private sector, we are a gateway to 
emerging markets that house significant road 
development programs. It is notable that 80% 
of members in the region are new to the IRF, 
having joined in the last three years.

UP NEXT IN 2017 
(see IRF Calendar for full list)

• Road Safety Workshops in 
Bulgaria and Turkey

• PBC Executive Seminar in 
Amsterdam

• ITS Workshops in Istanbul

• Launch of an IRF Committee 
for Central Asia Affairs

EUROPE & CENTRAL ASIA
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2016 HIGHLIGHTS
• 5th IRF Caribbean Regional Congress, Jamaica

• Asphalt and Concrete Pavements Conference, Colombia

• Road Safety Workshop, Mexico

2016 was a year of strengthening for the IRF in 
Latin America and the Caribbean. Eight work-
shops hosted throughout the region, plus the 
5th IRF Caribbean Regional Congress were 
met with unprecedented membership growth 
— a clear sign of support from the industry, 
academia, and governments.

The IRF is working closer than ever with gov-
ernments and national road associations to 
facilitate technology transfer while providing 

training opportunities in markets seeking to 
upgrade local standards, requirements, and 
regulations.

To meet current demand and needs, the IRF 
opened a regional office with the mission to 
increase our profile and visibility in the region.    
The team is tasked with adding new mem-
bers, better serving existing ones, and looking 
to bolster alliances and partnerships with lo-
cal stakeholders.

2017 KEY 
ACTIVITIES 

(see IRF Calendar for full list)

• 6th IRF Caribbean Regional 
Congress in Jamaica

• 6th IRF Latin America 
Regional Congress in Peru

• ITS Conference in Chile

• Pavements Workshop in 
Mexico

• Launch of the IRF 
Committee on Caribbean 
Affairs

REGIONAL STAFF CONTACT

ESTEBAN SALINAS
esalinas@IRF.global

“Every government the IRF directly 
worked with in the region wants us 
back in 2017 to provide more training.”

LATIN AMERICA & CARIBBEAN



REGIONAL STAFF CONTACT

MAGID ELABYAD
melabyad@IRF.global

“2016 was a record setting year re-
gionally for the IRF and we have tru-
ly never been in a better position to 
influence the development of better, 
safer, and more resilient roads.”
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2016 HIGHLIGHTS
• 7 custom training programs in partnership with Qatar University

• Engineering Fundamentals for Road Safety Audits Executive Seminar, UAE

• Bridge Repair & Maintenance Workshop, Saudi Arabia

Since it was founded in 1948, the IRF has al-
ways played a prominent role in the develop-
ment of road infrastructure in the Middle East. 
Currently, the region faces many challenges, 
with fewer resources and urbanization trends 
that are putting heavy demands on its road 
infrastructure.  As a result, 2016 was a year 
where the IRF focused on helping improve the 
safety and sustainability of the region’s roads. 

More than 12 workshops were conducted in 
the region focusing on improving the safety 

and resilience of the region’s roads. One of the 
highlights of the year was a landmark agree-
ment with Qatar University to develop a train-
ing curriculum on road safety for Qatar and 
the region. This training program has already 
been initiated with great results so far. In 2017, 
our goal will be to continue our efforts to help 
develop better roads and transport infrastruc-
ture that can help bring a new era of prosper-
ity to all countries in the region.  

2017 HEADLINE 
EVENTS 

(see IRF Calendar for all activities)

• 5th IRF Middle East 
Regional Congress & 
Exhibition in Dubai

• Multiple Road Safety 
Workshops at Qatar 
University

• Safer Roads by Design™ 
in UAE

MIDDLE EAST & NORTH AFRICA
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REGIONAL STAFF CONTACT

MIKE DREZNES
mdreznes@IRF.global

“The IRF designs its North America 
programs to meet the continuous 
growth and change of the transporta-
tion industry.”

NORTH AMERICA

2016 HIGHLIGHTS
• 68th IRF Annual Meeting & General Assembly, Washington, DC

• Performance-Based Contracts Executive Seminar, USA

• Safer Roads by Design™ Executive Seminar, Orlando

2016 represented an instrumental year for the 
IRF’s North America regional activities. Our 
programming in North America serves to em-
phasize the technological breakthroughs and 
research advancements undertaken at uni-
versities, private sector corporations, and gov-
ernment agencies. As such, the IRF works to 
engage worldwide transportation profession-
als and organizations with North American 
industry professionals to promote capacity 
building and knowledge-sharing. 

Fulfilling its mission of advancing training and 
knowledge resources in the transportation 
industry, the IRF organized workshops and 
study tours focused on pertinent subject ar-
eas, such as Performance-Based Contracts, 
Asset Management, Intelligent Transportation 
Systems, and our signature program, Safer 
Roads by Design™.

Moving forward to 2017, the IRF will continue 
tailoring its North America programs to the 
evolving needs of the global transportation 
sector.

UP NEXT IN 
2017 

(see IRF Calendar for all activities)

• 69th IRF Annual Meeting 
& General Assembly in DC

• Asphalt Materials and 
Strategies for Managing 
and Maintaining Your 
Pavements Workshop in 
San Francisco

• Best Practices & Latest 
Techniques in Pavement 
Maintenance Workshop 
in San Diego

• Safer Roads by Design™ 
Executive Seminar in 
Orlando
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IRF & REAAA partnership renewed

Partnered with Qatar University for training

Launched global road productivity diagnostic

BUILDING 
PARTNERSHIPS

ADVOCACY & KNOWLEDGE
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“We became an IRF 
Member early this year 
and the experience has 
been incredibly useful. 
We have not only had 
the possibility to share 
the IRF’s vision with key 
stakeholders, but to also 
receive insights from dif-
ferent parties involved.”
Josep Lluis Gimenez 
Managing Director of Industrial Development 
Abertis
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INDUSTRY COLLABORATIONS
Cooperation with REAAA Leads to Joint Global Road 
Summit in 2017
The International Road Federation and the 
Road Engineering Association of Asia and Aus-
tralasia have renewed a memorandum of un-
derstanding on the occasion of a Council Meet-
ing of REAAA held in Dubai, UAE. This general 
cooperation agreement aims to strengthen the 
framework for regional cooperation mecha-
nisms between the 
IRF and REAAA 
in the areas of: in-
tra-regional tech-
nology transfer 
and best practices; 
information and 
communic at ion 
services; seminars, 
workshops, sym-
posiums and re-
gional congresses 
in the Asia-Pacific 
region; education-
al and scientific 
programs; and the 
implementation of joint research projects and 
training activities.

REAAA was set up in 1973 to promote the sci-
ence and practice of road engineering and re-
lated professions in the Asia Pacific region by 
developing professional and commercial links 
within and between these countries. Estab-
lished with a permanent secretariat in Malay-
sia, the association comprises more than 1,400 

members in 24 countries and holds regular 
events, including an annual heads of road au-
thorities meeting and business forums for road 
professionals.

Commenting on the new cooperation frame-
work, IRF President & CEO Mr. C. Patrick San-

key said, “REAAA 
and the IRF have 
always shared a 
common vision 
to catalyze the 
take-up of inno-
vative road design 
and management 
practices. This 
framework agree-
ment provides 
a strengthened 
platform to ser-
vice both IRF and 
REAAA members 
on a regional and 

global basis.”  

On this occasion, the IRF and REAAA an-
nounced a global road summit to be held in 
Bali from March 22-24, 2017 under the patron-
age of Indonesia’s Ministry of Public Works and 
Housing. This landmark event will also feature 
a regional business forum, a meeting of road 
authority heads, and a program of certified 
training workshops.

IRF and Qatar University 
Partner for Safer Roads
The International Road Federation and the 
Qatar Transportation and Traffic Safety Center 
(QTTSC) at Qatar University have partnered to 
deliver a series of 12 Road Safety Training pro-
grams taking place between May 2016 and 
April 2017. These courses have been careful-
ly selected to reflect the specific traffic safety 
challenges of Qatar and other fast-motorizing 
nations in the Middle East and North Africa. At 
the end of the cycle, participants will have an 
advanced understanding of the different diag-
nosis tools and engineering solutions and how 
these fit within broader national strategies.

Dr. Khalifa Al-Khalifa, director of QTTSC, said 
“The Center encourages and promotes con-
tinued development in road safety manage-
ment as part of its strategy to develop com-
prehensive road safety education and training 
programs in Qatar and the region. Together 
with the IRF team, the Center is working on 
developing the body of knowledge and the 
set of skills and competencies that are re-
quired by road safety professionals in Qatar. 
This specific program that we have designed 
with the IRF is truly unique in the region. At a 
time when Qatar and many countries in the 
region have reaffirmed their attachment to 
reducing road traffic injuries, I encourage pro-
fessionals from the region to take advantage 
of this opportunity to further enhance their 
safety management skills through exposure 
to cost-effective practices.”
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IRF and THE WORLD BANK

Moving Towards Climate-Resilient Transport
Climate change is putting at risk the lives of millions of people world-
wide, many coastal cities, and trillions of dollars of investment in trans-
port infrastructure and services. A transport system that cannot with-
stand the emerging impacts of climate change will prove burdensome, 
impose high costs for repair, and cause significant economic losses.

Against this backdrop, the IRF organized a cross-sectoral roundtable 
with World Bank project managers in January 2016, attended by more 
than 40 staff and industry specialists. 

The roundtable found that action is needed to diagnose systemic weak-
nesses and adapt transport systems to withstand expected climate im-

pacts, such as changes in rainfall, flooding, and sea-level rise as well 
as extreme weather events. This requires a better understanding of ex-
isting vulnerability assessment tools, cost-effective engineering mea-
sures and technologies all designed to ensure robustness, redundancy, 
and resilience are designed into road networks.

Using real world case studies taken from different fields of engineering, 
the roundtable also sought to identify promising applications, as well 
as knowledge gaps that can be addressed through information and ca-
pacity strengthening programs on one of the defining challenges for 
21st century road programs.
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IRF and SEETO

A Vision for Safer Roads in the West Balkans
The West Balkan countries are at a turning 
point in their political resolve to address road 
traffic injuries, but must step up efforts on the 

ground to deploy sustained and systemic re-
sponses to what has become a major public 
health crisis. 

This was one of the main findings of the 12th 
Annual Meeting of Ministers convened by 
the South-East Europe Transport Observato-
ry (SEETO) and the European Commission in 
December 2016. The IRF was a partner to this 
event, providing input to the discussion and 
capacity-building workshops for participants 
on speed management and road project de-
livery.

Keynoting the event, IRF Vice Chair Thomas 
Topolski observed that a “startling discon-
nect exists between safety legislation, design 
standards, and the actual safety levels expe-
rienced by the region’s road users every day.” 

Targeted, timely, and locally applicable 
knowledge resources must be provided to 
project teams throughout the project cycle, 
Topolski said, offering the assistance of the 
IRF in overcoming this knowledge gap, and in 
establishing regionally applicable pathways 
to becoming certified as a road safety auditor. 

“It took up to thirty years for European coun-
tries, which now have stellar traffic safety re-
cords, to put in place the all the necessary 
interventions. Your citizens should not have to 
wait this long,” he said.

The International Road Federation is a leading global advocate for the road sector, promoting best practices across all major policy areas. 
Through IRF Committees, knowledge-sharing programs, and capacity building initiatives, IRF members can reach out to a global audi-
ence of key governmental decision-makers and affect real change in road policies around the world.
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IRF and MCKINSEY & CO.

IRF Launches Global Road Productivity Diagnostic
Transportation decision makers will soon 
benefit from a new comparative study on the 
costeffectiveness of road program delivery. 

This will be thanks to the launch of a global 
benchmarking initiative by the International 
Road Federation using a methodology devel-
oped by McKinsey & Co.

Globally, US $1.4 trillion is invested every year 
on transportation assets — including $700 bil-
lion for roads — as the world’s economies de-
velop and respond to emerging mobility pat-
terns. Delivering these road programs is a task 
fraught with challenges, which too often lead 
to inefficient use of scarce funds.

In 2013, a landmark report published by McK-
insey’s Infrastructure Practice presented stark 
evidence of the size of the infrastructure gap 
and the resulting need for governments to 
rethink how they select, design, deliver, and 
manage infrastructure projects. 

Building on the methodology developed in 
this report, the International Road Federation 
is announcing a global benchmarking initiative 
to promote transparency through an objective 
diagnosis and evaluation of current practices 
worldwide.

Nicklas Garemo, senior partner at McKinsey, 
said, “There are large opportunities to improve 
efficiency in road investments and mainte-

nance across the globe, which would give the 
world more and better roads for the available 
funds. The first step to improve requires under-
standing where you stand and how you com-
pare to best practices. This survey creates that 
understanding and allows countries to be more 
targeted in their future improvement efforts.”

“As the sector’s chief knowledge broker, the IRF 
knows that boosting productivity is a key prior-
ity for all local and national governments,” said 
IRF President & CEO C. Patrick Sankey. “The 
survey and resulting recommendations will 
provide game-changing insights for decision 
makers across our industry.”

IRF Chairman Abdullah Al-Mogbel 
briefs media regarding the IRF global 
benchmarking initiative in partnership 
with McKinsey & Co�
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KNOWLEDGE & 
ADVOCACY

Members section of IRF website streamlined 

Three IRF White Papers published

IRF Knowledge Center expanded
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“The IRF has created a 
global knowledge platform 
with academic research, 
on-demand learning, and 
stakeholder perspectives,  
all at your fingertips.”
Abdullah A. Al-Mogbel 
IRF Chairman
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THE IRF KNOWLEDGE PORTAL

IRF Members Have 
Access to Exclusive 
Content
As an IRF Member, you receive 
complimentary website access to: 

• The entire IRF Webinar archive

• The IRF Knowledge Center

• The IRF Fellows interactive map

DON’T HAVE AN ACCOUNT?  
FOLLOW THESE SIMPLE STEPS!

Navigate to www.IRF.global/register

Complete the Registration Form

Your password will be emailed to you

Login with your email and password

Enjoy the Member Features!

1
2
3
4
5

knowledge.IRF.global
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IRF Examiner
Quarterly Journal

The IRF Examiner is a freely avail-
able periodical journal featuring 
peer-reviewed technical papers 
by leading industry professionals, 
which supports the IRF’s mission 
of creating a global marketplace 

of knowledge.

White Papers
Periodic Publication

The IRF’s new series of White Pa-
pers reflect an industry topic from 
a diversity of stakeholder per-
spectives (private sector, academ-
ia, governments, development or-

ganizations, etc.).

Knowledge Center
Academic Database

The IRF’s online Knowledge 
Center includes the papers and 
presentation slides presented at 
IRF World Meetings and Regional 

Congresses held since 2013.

Webinars
Monthly Live Events

IRF e-Learning Webinars offer an 
excellent overview of internation-
al best practices and the regula-
tory environment across a range 
of road and transportation topics. 
The 2016 IRF Webinar Series drew 
2,364 registrants from 128 coun-

tries
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SHARING KNOWLEDGE ACROSS BORDERS 
IRF WHITE PAPERS

IRF Publishes Recommendations for Effective 
PPPs in Traffic Safety Enforcement
The IRF has provided applicable guide-
lines to all local and national governments 
around the world regarding the use of 
Public Private Partnerships as part of their 
safety camera programs.  

In most countries, procuring and operating 
traffic safety cameras has remained a gov-
ernmental prerogative. Recent years have 

seen a growing interest expressed for al-
ternative partnership models that leverage 
private sector resources and lead to faster 
deployment of safety cameras.  

IRF President & CEO C. Patrick Sankey said, 
“The IRF has long recognized the need for 
measures to address excessive speeding, 

including more effective enforcement pro-
cesses in fast-motorizing economies. In 
this White Paper, we articulate how PPPs 
can offer an appropriate model for agen-
cies considering automated enforcement 
programs. The resulting penalties levied 
on offending motorists will also provide 
a much-needed source of income for a 
range of local safety measures.”

“Gaining public support, and ultimately 
acceptance, for the PPP model is crucial,” 
said Philip Wijers, chairman of the IRF Sub-
committee on Enforcement. “Which is why 
transparency, integrity and sound contrac-
tual arrangements are key factors for suc-
cessful and sustainable implementation. It 
is our belief guidelines such as these pro-

Talent Development in the 
Transportation Industry

This IRF White Paper 
examines different ap-
proaches to workforce 
management and talent 
development imple-
mented by transpor-
tation industry actors 
across the markets they 
operate in. The Paper 
addresses these ques-
tions on a global basis 

with a twin focus on corporate workforce man-
agement and capacity strengthening programs 
in emerging markets.

While the overarching principles that support 
talent development programs receive broad 
consensus, implementing effective approaches 
needs to factor the changing environment faced 
by most international transportation sector ac-
tors.

Road builders form part of a wider community 
comprised of diverse stakeholders with impacts 
that extend well beyond the physical assets 
they leave behind. Investing in legacy talent 
development programs is a virtuous circle ben-
efiting these actors and giving space for other 
investments to come. The availability of knowl-
edge transfer programs and a lasting legacy of 
trained workers thus contribute to the overall 
socio-economic benefits of new road projects.

“Gaining public support, and ultimately 
acceptance, for the PPP model is crucial.”

Philip Wijers 
Chairman, IRF Subcommittee on Enforcement
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Introducing a Global Maximum BAC 
Standard: Why It Matters
In March 2010, the United Nations recognized road traffic injuries as a 
destructive and growing public health threat and proclaimed 2011-2020 
as the Decade of Action for Road Safety. 

The 4th Pillar of the U.N.’s plan, Safer Road Users, focuses on human be-
havior, examining five key risk factors that require we as humans change 
our behavior. However, to change societal behavior in the short term 
takes strong laws, effective enforcement, and public awareness cam-
paigns to encourage and enforce societal change.  

One of the five risk factors is drinking and driving.  It is this behavior that 
not only impacts the person performing the behavior, but also those 
innocent drivers and passengers on the road.  It even impacts those 
who are doing everything they can to be safe drivers. Alcohol causes 
our driving abilities to be diminished, with increased amounts of alcohol 
causing an even greater reduction.

Behavioral change does not happen overnight, it takes continued effort 
and it takes time.  The IRF recommends that change starts with (1) every 
country passing a law that requires anyone with a Blood Alcohol Con-
centration (BAC) of .05 or higher be considered driving illegally and be 
prosecuted for drink driving and (2) a lower BAC limit be implemented 
for inexperienced or commercial motor 
vehicle drivers. Any long-term behavioral 
change also requires that these laws are 
supported with strong enforcement and 
a broad public campaign on the need for 
a .05 BAC.

vide an effective model for local and national governments to 
work with, while at the same time making a significant contribu-
tion to meeting road traffic injury goals.”

All of the IRF’s White Papers can be accessed online at  
www.IRF.global/white-papers

Interested in authoring a 
White Paper? 

Contact Brendan Halleman 
bhalleman@IRF.global
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IRF AWARDS: RECOGNIZING EXCELLENCE

Professional of the Year
Y.B. Dato’ Sri Haji Fadillah Haji Yusof, Minister 
of Works and one of the chief architects be-
hind Malaysia’s spectacular highway invest-
ment program was presented the 2017 IRF 
Professional of the Year award — the Interna-
tional Road Federation’s most distinguished 
individual honor.

Established in 1951, IRF’s Professional of 
the Year award recognizes eminent public, 
private and education sector professionals 
with an outstanding track record of leader-
ship and commitment to the road transport 
industry.

Student Essay Competition
The competition, open to IRF member 
universities, serves as an intersection 
between academia and real-world 
transportation issues. Submissions were 
judged based on quality and relevance to the 
road and highway industry. 

Winner: Jill Provost  
Asphalt Concrete Used to Combat Climate 
Change

Runner up: Eleftheria Kontou  
Rethinking Fuel Tax in the Age of Increased 
Fuel Economy

Runner up: Jelena Karapetrovic 
Enhancement of Current Anticorruption 
Practices to Improve Traffic Safety

Runner up: Alan Ruck  
Public Private Partnerships in Highway 
Construction

Runner up: Brent Allman  
Cost Effective Designs to Improve Highway 
Safety

The winner and runner ups 
had their papers published in 
the IRF Examiner, Volume 10 
(Summer 2016). 

This and all volumes avail-
able at: 
www.IRF.global/examiner.
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Global Road 
Achievement 
Awards (GRAA)
This year, the IRF honored 12 projects 
from around the world, each leading 
the way in innovation across major road 
and highway disciplines. The selection 
was made by an international panel of 
senior road development specialists.

“Much of the transport sector’s accom-
plishments are unnoticed by the hun-
dreds of millions of people who ben-
efit so greatly from the availability of 
safe, smart, and interconnected road 
networks,” said IRF Chairman Abdul-
lah Al-Mogbel. “This is precisely why 
the IRF’s Global Road Achievement 
Awards provide a rare opportunity to 
celebrate our industry’s successes, 
and highlight how our work supports 
broader societal goals.”

2016 GRAA Winners
ASSET PRESERVATION &  
MAINTENANCE MANAGEMENT

Roads & Transport Authority, Traffic & Roads 
Agency; Dubai
APMM System for Transport, Roads,  
and Traffic in Dubai

CONSTRUCTION METHODOLOGY
Jambatan Kedua Sdn. Bhd.
Second Penang Bridge

DESIGN
Zhejiang Jiashao Bridge Investment & 
Development Co., Ltd.
Jiashao Bridge Project

ENVIRONMENTAL MITIGATION
Bechtel Enka General Partnership
Kosovo Route 6 Motorway Project

PROGRAM MANAGEMENT
Romanian National Company of Motorways and 
National Roads and Louis Berger
Timisoara-Lugoj Motorway

PROJECT FINANCE & ECONOMICS
Road Infrastructure Dev. Company of Rajasthan Ltd.
Rajasthan Mega Highways Project

 
QUALITY MANAGEMENT

Roads & Transport Authority, Traffic & Roads 
Agency; Dubai
Ras al Khor Crossing

RESEARCH
Worcester Polytechnic Univ., RAP Technologies, 
EMPA, & Latvian State Roads
100% Recycled Hot-Mix Asphalt Research Project

SAFETY
Volvo Group Latin America – Brazil
Volvo Traffic Safety Program 

TECHNOLOGY, EQUIPMENT & 
MANUFACTURING

Lindsay Transportation Solutions
Golden Gate Bridge Moveable Median Barrier

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT AND ITS
Far Eastern Electronic Toll Collection Co, Ltd.
FETC Innovation from Highway Toll to ITS Taiwan 
Smart City

URBAN PLANNING & MOBILITY
Sunway Construction Sdn. Bhd.
Bus Rapid Transit – Sunway Line
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Road Scholar Program: Class of 2016

Sponsored international student Olympiad

1385th IRF Fellowship awarded

PHILANTHROPY
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“My professional career was largely 
influenced by the best practices I was 
exposed to as an IRF Fellow. It also 
offered me both a new way to understand 
the world and the idea that with effort and 
perseverance you can be an element to 
change the world for better.”
Mario Leiderman
IRF Fellow Class of 1961, Ohio State University 
Director of International Relations 
Argentina Road Association
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The IRF Fellowship Program: Class of 2016
The IRF Fellowship Program for graduate stu-
dents of engineering and transportation poli-
cy has been a cornerstone in the work of the 
International Road Federation for 67 years. 
Founded in 1949, the program has enhanced 
the professional curriculum of 1,385 students 

from 118 countries in fields related to the de-
velopment of better and safer roads and their 
ability to meaningfully improve transportation 
in their home countries.

The Fellowship Program provides a one-time 
financial grant to international students who 
are currently studying or wish to study at an 

accredited university in a highway-related 
field.

There are two paths to becoming an IRF Fel-
low. Through the Traditional process, appli-
cants are self-nominated on the IRF website. 
Fellows are selected based on a strong aca-

demic background, professional qualifications 
and leadership potential.

Through the Executive process, students 
must be nominated by a Member University 
professor in order to be considered, and must 
demonstrate not only great educational ac-
complishments, but also a strong desire to 
use their education in their home countries. 

Students selected through both the Tradition-
al and Executive application processes come 
together every January in Washington, D.C. to 
participate in the Road Scholar Program, the 
IRF’s multiday leadership and orientation pro-
gram.

More information
www�IRF�global/fellowships

38

INVESTING IN THE NEXT GENERATION

“By enhancing the education of the next gen-
eration of transportation leaders — nearly 1,400 
since 1949 — the IRF Fellowship Program pro-
vides an invaluable service to our industry and 
remains the Crown Jewel of the International 
Road Federation.”

Abudullah A. Al-Mogbel 
IRF Chairman

IRF Fellows since 
Program founding in 

1949

Countries represented 
in Fellowship Alumni 

Assoication

1181385
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IRF Sponsors 
International Student 
Olympiads

The International Road Federation co-orga-
nized the 2nd International Student Olympiads 
at the invitation of IRF member Belavtodor in 
Minsk, Belarus from September 21-23, 2016. 
The competition brought together teams of 
promising students from technical universi-
ties in Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, and 
Belarus.

A series of theoretical and practical challeng-
es put the students’ academic knowledge to 
test and validated their ability to think cre-
atively in an applied setting. The Olympiads 
also aimed to provide industry feedback to 
participating universities on the quality and 
applicability of classroom teaching.  

IRF Fellows Andrey Petrov (Class of 1998) and 
Krysztzof Waszczuk (Class of 2013) joined the 
international jury in awarding the top prize to 
Belarusian student Viktor Kovalevich.

IRF Road Scholar Program
IRF Fellows from 15 countries took part in a 
week-long leadership program organized by 
the International Road Federation in Washing-
ton, DC from January 9-15, 2016.

The IRF Road Scholar Program is an annu-
al multiday leadership and orientation pro-
gram designed to enhance Fellows’ leader-
ship skills and provide valuable insight into 
the transportation industry through visits to 
prominent domestic, regional, and interna-
tional organizations. These typically include 
the World Bank, the Federal Highway Admin-
istration (FHWA), the Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank (IADB), the American Association 

of State Highway and Transportation Officials 
(AASHTO), and the Turner-Fairbank Highway 
Research Center.

Team-oriented activities allowed participants 
to form long lasting professional and personal 
bonds with their current class, as well as with 
past Fellows via the IRF Fellows Alumni As-
sociation (IFAA). Furthermore, Fellows were 
afforded the opportunity to meet and interact 
with successful business leaders who work 
for IRF member organizations.
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NAMED FELLOWSHIPS: IRF ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

2016 DONORS: IRF FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM 
INDIVIDUALS
Muhammad Zulfiqar Ahmed

Sungjin Ahn

Margaret-Avis Akofio-Sowah

Daniel Albuquerque

Mahyar Amirgholy

Gloriana Arrieta Martinez

Mehdi Azimi

Edgar Barriga Calle

Basak Bektas

Miklos Berencsi

Serkan Bicici

Long Bui

Long Hoang Bui

Chi Ho Johnny Chan

Yu Chen

Yikai Chen

Kamal Darghawth

Salamat Dato

Mayne David-West 

Janine Dawkins

Edgar De Leon Izeppi

Denis Delcid

Isidro Delgado

Franco Di Biase

Jing Ding-Mastera

Carlos Duran

Sam Enmon

Safak Ercisli

Jorge Erdmenger

Gerardo Flintsch

Andre Frieslaar

Luis David Galicia

Lorena Garcia Cucalon

Amir Golalipour

Paul Hambleton

Shawn Hung

Muhammad Iqbal

Yosuke Ishihara

Shiv Iyer

Fattoush Jafar

Robert Jaffe

Serdar Jepbarov

Jackeline Kafie Martinez

Eirini Kastrouni

Sung-Hwan Kim

Jeong Yun Kweun

Steven Lavrenz

Mario Leiderman

Yohannes Lim

Meng Ling

Taylor Lochrane

Les Louis

Xue Luo

Trang Luong

Patrick Lynch

Mohammad Mahmodi

Uday Manepalli

Mehran Mazari

Masato Matsumoto

Cesar Medina

Roberto Meza

Dimitra Michalaka

Leslie Mills

Jackeline Murillo-Hoyos

Rafael Olarte

Nicole Oneyear

Juan Jose Orozco

Jose Ortega

Kadri Parris

Abdul Pinjari

Juan Porras-Alvarado

Prabha Pratyaksa 

Laxmikanth Premkumar

Tongbin Qu

Essam Radwan

Jose Luis Rochefort

Taha Saleem

David Salgado

Boonchai Sangpetngam

Pattharin Sarutipand

Joseph Seidel

Pedro Serigos

Atiyya Shaw

Atif Sheikh

Neville Singh

Árpád Siposs

Brenda Soto

Gavin Soward

Juerg Sparmann

Jeff Stempihar

Ryan Stevens

Yu-Min Su

Wonho  Suh

Hayato Takase

Prajwol Tamrakar

Attila Tompos

William F. Troxler, Jr.

Juan Walker

Chieh Wang

Krzysztof Waszczuk

George Way

Bradley Winkelbauer

Lingtao Wu

Taizo Yamamoto

Kazunori Yuki

Imen Zaabar

Syed Zaidi

Waleed Zeiada

Jerzy Zemajtis

Yuqing Zhang

Josie Bianchi
University of Puerto Rico, Mayaguez

Puerto Rico

Ibukunoluwa (Ibukun) Oyelade
Texas Southern University

Nigeria

A
L

U

M
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NAMED FELLOWSHIPS: IRF MEMBERS

Stephanus (Stefan) Louw
University of California, Davis

South Africa

Emmanuel (Kofi) Adanu
University of Alabama

Ghana

Tania Ávila
Universidad de Costa Rica

Costa Rica

Deog Sang Bae
Texas A&M Transportation Institute

South Korea

Eleftheria (Ria) Kontou
University of Florida

Greece

Berenice Salaices
University of Texas at El Paso

Mexico

Georges (George) Bou Saab
Iowa State University

Lebanon

Radha Gomez Gabriel
University of Massachusetts Amherst

United States of America

Yuki Ohmichi
University of Utah

Japan

Moataz Soliman
University of Central Florida

Egypt

Pedro Zavagna
University of Texas at Tyler

Brazil

Matthew (Matt) Reed
University of Washington

United States of America

Dirk BeGell
Arizona State University

United States of America
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SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS

www.arrb.com.au

Chartered Institution of Highways & 
Transportation

American Association of State 
Highway and Transportation Officials

Corasfaltos
Association of Chilean Roads and 
Transport

European Road Assessment ProgramAIP Foundation

Latin American Institute for Research 
and Road Studies

ARRB Group

Intertraffic Amsterdam
China Highway & Transportation 
Society

Intertraffic MexicoArgentina Road Association

International Road Assessment ProgramColombian Association of Concrete 
Products

International Road Transport UnionAssociation of Turkish Consulting 
Engineers and Architects

ITS JapanTurkish Asphalt Contractors 
Association

ITS MalaysiaConstruction Industry Development 
Board Malaysia
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Istanbul Technical University Qatar University

Japan International Cooperation Agency
Qatar Transportation and Traffic 

Safety Center

Japan Road Association
 Road Engineering Association of 

Asia and Australasia

Korea Institute of Civil Engineering and 
Building Technology

Road Engineering Association of Malaysia

Korea Road & Transportation Association

Nigerian Institution of Highway Engineers

Road Traffic And Safety Association, 
Ankara

South-East Europe Transport Observatory

South African Road Federation

National Laboratory of Materials and 
Structural Models

Turkish Contractors Association

McKinsey & Co.

Technological University of Panama

Malaysian Institute of Road Safety 
Research

University of Belgrade

Indonesian Transportation Society
Turkish Road Association
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KazAutoZhol (Kazakhstan)Belavtodor (Belarus) Roads & Tranport Authority (UAE)

Ministry of Transport (Saudi Arabia)

Ministry of Communications and Transport 
(Mexico)

Ministry of Transport & Civil Aviation  
(Sri Lanka)

Ministry of Infrastructure Development 
(UAE)

Government of Malaysia

National Transportation Safety Board 
(USA)

Ministry of Public Works (Panama)

Ministry of Transport and Communications 
(Peru)

Ministry of Transport (Colombia)

Ministry of Transport and Communications 
(Oman)

Ministry of Transport and Mining (Jamaica)

Road Infrastructure Agency (Bulgaria)

Pathways and Federal Bridges of 
Income and Related Services (Mexico)

National Department of Transport 
Infrastructure (Brazil) 

Ministry of Public Works (Indonesia)

Public Works Department (Malaysia) Malaysian Highway Authority Public Enterprise, Roads of Serbia Ministry of Transport,
National Direction of Roads (Argentina)

INDUSTRY PARTNERS 

MINISTRIES & FEDERAL AGENCIES

MULTILATERAL INSTITUTIONS
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A SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS
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