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1Message from the IRF Chairman

For 70 years the IRF Fellowship Program has been the “crown 
jewel” of the International Road Federation. Since 1949, IRF 
members and donors have helped fund the education of more 
than 1,400 transportation professionals from 118 countries. The 
Fellowship Program identifies students with outstanding potential, 
and once identified, helps nurture them as they take their place as 
the next generation of transportation industry leaders.

As chairman of the IRF, I am proud to say that alumni of the IRF 
Fellowship Program have returned home to become heads of 
state, ministers, chief executive officers, university professors and 
chief engineers — all of whom are highly regarded transportation 
professionals. 

What makes this Program unique is not just the geographic reach, 
or the amount of financial support provided to tindividual Fellows, 

but it is a combination of those factors plus a leadership program especially designed for the 
Fellows after they graduate. The IRF Road Scholar Program is designed to build relationships 
with transportation leaders from around the world, while the IRF Fellows Alumni Association 
(IFAA) maintains the bonds between alumni.

Due to the lasting impact of this Program, and knowing that it changes people’s lives and 
the countries in which they work, one of my top goals as IRF chairman is to increase the 
endowment of the International Road Educational Foundation (IREF), which is the permanent 
funding mechanism of the IRF Fellowship Program. 

As chairman, I ask you to join me in support of the Foundation — contributions can be  
made through our website at www.IRF.global, or by calling the IRF Global Headquarters at  
+1 703 535 1001. Please be assured no gift is too big or too small.

In closing, I am proud to present you with the profiles of the IRF Fellows - Class of 2019. 

Abdullah A. Al-Mogbel
Chairman

International Road Federation

Paving the Way for the Next Generation of 
Transportation Leaders



2 About the Programs

IRF Fellowship Program
The IRF Fellowship Program for graduate engineers and transportation managers has been a 
cornerstone in the work of the International Road Federation for 70 years. Founded in 1949, the program 
enhances the professional curriculum of graduate students in fields related to the development of 
better and safer roads, and their ability to meaningfully improve transportation in their home countries.

Every year, one-time financial grants are awarded by the International Road Educational Foundation 
(IREF) to a select group of applicants. IRF Members and IRF Fellow alumni have the opportunity to 
nominate a student; however, any graduate-level student may apply. Each candidate’s credentials 
are reviewed by a committee comprised of members of the IREF Board of Directors. The committee 
awards financial grants to selected students based on a strong academic background, professional 
qualifications and leadership potential. As a prerequisite, candidates must provide evidence of intent 
to return to their home countries upon completion of the IRF Fellowship.

IRF Road Scholar Program 
The IRF Road Scholar Program is an annual event, spanning a week, which brings together 
the incoming class of IRF Fellows in Washington, DC. The Program is designed to enhance 
Fellows’ leadership skills and provide valuable insight into the transportation industry through 
visits to prominent regional and international organizations, as well as transportation research 
centers. Moreover, team-oriented activities allow participants to form long-lasting professional 
and personal bonds with their current class, as well as with past and future Fellows via the IRF 
Fellows Alumni Association (IFAA). 

Furthermore, Fellows are afforded the opportunity to meet and interact with successful business 
leaders who work for IRF member organizations. For IRF members, the Road Scholar Program is 
the perfect opportunity to connect with the Fellows, many of whom have gone on to remarkable 
careers spanning all transport disciplines.

IRF Member Universities
To further its goal of educating tomorrow’s transportation leaders, the IRF works with a network 
of Member Universities to disseminate industry best practices and innovative solutions.

Arizona State University (ASU)

Center for Urban 
Transportation Research 
(CUTR), University of South 
Florida

East Carolina University

Georgia Institute of Technology

Iowa State University - Institute 
for Transportation (INTRANS)

National Central University, 
Institute of Construction and 
Management

Northwestern University, 
Transportation Center

Purdue University

Texas Southern University

Texas Transportation Institute 
(TTI)

University of Alabama

University of Arkansas at Little 
Rock

University of California 
Pavement Research Center

University of Central Florida

University of Costa Rica

University of Florida - 
Transportation Research 
Center

University of Nebraska-Lincoln

University of Padova – DICEA

University of Tennessee

University of Texas at Austin

University of Texas at El Paso

University Of Zagreb

Virginia Polytechnic Institute & 
State University

Wuhan University of 
Technology, Center for 
Advanced Technology of Road 
Engineering (CATRE)



3IREF Leadership

IREF Board of Directors
The International Road Educational Foundation Board of Directors is comprised of individuals 
and representatives of organizations who have been elected based on their commitment to the 
goals and objectives of the Foundation. 

OFFICERS 

 Chairman
 William F. Troxler, Jr.  Troxler Electronic Laboratories

 Vice Chairpersons 
 Sofia Berger   Louis Berger
 Kamil Kaloush  Arizona State University

 Treasurer
 Lester Yoshida  Parsons Corporation    

 President & CEO and Secretary
 C. Patrick Sankey  International Road Educational Foundation

 IFAA Chairman
 Taylor Lochrane* **  US Federal Highway Administration 

 IRF Chairman
 Abdullah A. Al-Mogbel Ministry of Transport, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (formerly)

 IREF Immediate Past Chairman
 Essam Radwan  University of Central Florida    

DIRECTORS
 Margaret Akofio-Sowah** WSP | Parsons Brinckerhoff  
 Mahsa Ettefagh**  Booz Allen Hamilton 
 Akio Kasuga   Sumitomo Mitsui Construction Company 
 Masato Matsumoto* * Nexco-West USA, Inc. 
 Leslie Mills   The World Bank 
 Gregg Mitchell  Trinity Highway Products
 Fazil Najafi   University of Florida 
 Kadri Parris**   Ohio State University   

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

 Allocation Committee Kamil Kaloush  
 Development Committee Sofia Berger 
 Finance Committee  Lester Yoshida  
 Nominating Committee William F. Troxler, Jr.  

EMERITAS MEMBERS
 Moriyasu Furuki**  Japan International Cooperation Agency 
 Jeffrey R. Reed  VSS International  

  
 * Denotes nonvoting member of the Board          
          ** Denotes individual is an alumni of the IRF Fellowship Program



4 Fellow Profiles

In what sector do you hope to/plan on working?

Private company for the first few years to gain experience, after that public sector or 
university depending on the market.  

What are the main goals you wish to accomplish in your career?

I wish to finish my master’s degree first, then I hope to pursue my PhD when I have 
enough field knowledge and and financial stability. After getting my PhD I plan on 
teaching in USA while communicating with the industry to improve my field knowledge 
and connect it to my theoretical knowledge. Later on, I plan on going back to Jordan, 
to make my own company that will improve and enhance the road industry in Jordan.

How will you work with the IRF throughout your career to improve/
advance road development around the world?

I appreciate the contribution IRF is providing to enhance roads safety, roads financial 
management and development in transportation system. I would like to help IRF 
through my current research, and hopefully after I complete my PhD I will be able to 
contribute more to the industry as well as the research and advancement. I also care 
about environment and plan on contributing to find a more sustainable environment 
friendly alternatives to asphalt and concrete pavements keeping economical factors in 
mind. finally, as I mentioned about my goals I plan on going back to Jordan and help 
improve the road technology there in particular and in the middle east in general.     

What do you hope to gain from your participation in the IRF Road Scholar 
Program?

What I hope to get from IRF is mainly ideas in other words, I would like to meet people 
that will help me expand my horizons. In addition to that I enjoy meeting people 
with common interest and different backgrounds. Also, I would like to meet industry 
experts and learn from them, and I would like to have a chance to visit the sites 
where I would learn more about the development of the industry and the places like 
AASHTO, NTSB and ARTBA. Finally, I hope to get feedback on myself and how to 
improve myself to be of more use to the IRF and the world in general.  

JORDAN

California State 
University, Long 

Beach

Email
yazan.alzubi@studen.

csulb.edu

Yazan Al-Zubi
Civil Engineering - Transportation

Sponsored by:
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CROATIA

University of 
Zagreb

Email
magi5897@gmail.com

Magdalena Cavka
Bachelor Level of Road Traffic Engineering

In what sector do you hope to/plan on working?

My main field of interests are traffic signaling and transport planning. Also, one of my
occupation is intermodal transport and organizing transport process, especially to
achieve goals of reducing traffic congestion by planning, organizing and improving
safety in traffic, in general.

What are the main goals you wish to accomplish in your career?

I am completing my Bachelor’s degree in Road Traffic Engineering, following which I 
will attend Master’s Class of Road Traffic Engineering because I believe that achieving 
the appropriate education is the key to my career. In the near future, I would like to do 
some research for improving safety in the traffic for all participants (children,
cyclists, pedestrians and drivers) at the specific conditions. Also, my opinion is that
the adequate and well organized traffic signaling could reduce traffic jams and that
would be one of my main filed of research for the Ph.D. degree.

How will you work with the IRF throughout your career to improve/
advance road development around the world?

IRF is one of the most influential organizations for road traffic and I would like to be a 
part of it, have an opportunity to attend conferences and learn from the examples of
solving problems related to traffic, that can be seen all around the world. My goal is
to conduct research that will improve safety in traffic and try to design solutions, by 
inventing new ways to solve old problems related to traffic. Solving problems in small 
country like Croatia, where I am now, can be an example to other countries and that is 
connected to sharing ideas through the IRF participation.

What do you hope to gain from your participation in the IRF Road Scholar 
Program?

As an IRF Fellow, I hope to gain useful information to widen my knowledge from the
field of traffic and transport. I want to identify ways of solving problems  related to traffic 
that are different from the measures I usually see in Croatia. I hope to meet participants 
from all around the world and to learn from the examples from their countries, because 
their approaches may be very different to mine. Also, I am very excited to visit TRB 
Annual Meeting and to have an opportunity to learn from world-renowned exhibitors in 
the field of traffic. In addition, I hope to make some new friends, and colleagues, with 
whom I can cooperate over my entire professional career.

Sponsored by:
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GHANA

University of Florida

Email
ben.saah@gmail.com

In what sector do you hope to/plan on working?

I intend to work in the Pavement Engineering Industry with specialty in asphalt and 
concrete technology.  I also hope to do some work in the Geotechnical Engineering 
field in the area of deep and shallow foundations of structures.

What are the main goals you wish to accomplish in your career?

• Develop a working framework and persuade Ghana Highway Authority, Feeder 
and Urban Roads for adoption through the Ministry of Roads and Highways on the 
innovative use of recycled concrete aggregates (RCA) and reclaimed asphalt pavement 
(RAP) in building low-volume roads in the next 10 years to reduce construction cost 
and pressure on natural aggregates.  • Build the capacity of young and technician 
engineers in Local Assemblies of Ghana on sustainable construction materials and the 
use of local materials in building local access roads.  • Set up a consultancy firm that 
focuses on pavement, geotechnical, road safety and  sustainability in Engineering.   

How will you work with the IRF throughout your career to improve/advance road 
development around the world?

• Be a member and actively participate in the Pavement and Road Safety committees. 
• Participate in the annual IRF Fellow Road Scholar Program  • Actively participate in 
the Road side safety sub-committee  • Participate actively in IRF Training programs 
annually throughout my carrier  • Recommend IRF Training programs to colleagues, 
contractors, consultants, road agencies to be build capacity towards building safer 
roads and mobility.  • Persuade and encourage the Government of Ghana to be a 
member of IRF through the Ministry of Roads and Highways.  • Partner and assist 
Dr. Patrick Bekoe to build and increase countries participation in IRF Programs in the 
West and Southern Africa towards building a safer road network.  • I will be willing to 
serve IRF in any capacity. 

What do you hope to gain from your participation in the IRF Road Scholar 
Program?

• Build network with IRF Fellows who are in the industry, academia around the world. 
• I look forward to getting an opportunity to do internship with Fellows to gain field 
experience before leaving the USA.  • I wish to get an opportunity to be Mentored by 
an IRF Fellow throughout my career. Acquire knowledge in Engineering Leadership 
through the leadership training sessions. • Sharing and learning from other Fellows 
innovative ideas and international best practices in building resilient pavements and 
making our roads safer.  • I look forward to touring and having fun in Washington DC 
for the first time in my life.

Benjamin Fosu-Saah
Pavement and Materials Engineering

Sponsored by:
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In what sector do you hope to/plan on working?

I plan to work on the moisture damage of asphalt mixtures and water vapor diffusion in 
asphalt mixtures, which was also the subject of my dissertation. 

What are the main goals you wish to accomplish in your career?

I want to become a professor in transportation engineering, especially in road 
engineering. One of my most important goal is to solve the problems happened in 
the road in China. China still use Marshall mix design method to construct the road, 
which result in many disease. I think we need more useful design method to build high 
quality road. Another important career goals is to attract more female students to 
transportation engineering by being a model of academic competence and personal 
devotion. 

How will you work with the IRF throughout your career to improve/advance road 
development around the world?

All I want is to cooperate with countries all around the world which need help in road 
development. There are still many problems in road construction, including the design 
method, mechanical characteristic of asphalt mixtures, prevention of road disease, 
evaluation of the road. It is important to collect all the imformation about the problems 
exist in road, and focus on these problems, try to solve these problems. I think I could 
make these by working with the IRF. China is building a lot of roads, and the land area 
is very large, which have different soil conditions, different climate, so the practical 
problems existing during road construction could be extremely useful.
 
What do you hope to gain from your participation in the IRF Road Scholar 
Program?

I think I could learn a lot from my participation in the IRF Fellowship program. Firstly, I 
could make friends with the fellows around the word, and know something about the 
road development of other countries. Secondly, I have received program draft, I found 
that the scheduling is productive. We have fieldtrips to AASHTO or ARTBA or NTSB, 
World Bank and some other places, we also have leadership presentations. I think 
it is really meaningful, especially the leadership. Thirdly, We could also attend TRB, 
to communicate with many researchers all around the world, to find interesting topic 
about the road construction. 

CHINA

Wuhan University 
of Technology

Email
huangtingting@whut.

edu.cn

Tingting Huang
Asphalt Mixtures

Sponsored by:
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Esther Lizasoain Arteaga
Transportation

8 Fellow Profiles

INDIA

East Carolina 
University

Email
kancharlas17@

students.ecu.edu

Sahitya Kancharla
Construction Management

In what sector do you hope to/plan on working?

I would like to learn the execution phase of the construction projects. For the next few 
years I would like to pursue my career as a Project Manager. I would like to work on 
varied projects like educational, commercial, residential. 

What are the main goals you wish to accomplish in your career?

I am a registered architect under the Council of Architecture India. I am currently 
pursuing Masters in Construction Management. After my completion of masters, I 
would like to work as a Project Manager in the Construction Industry at the United 
States for few years. In a long term I would like to return to my Home country India.  
With the experience as a Project Manager and an architect I would like to set up my 
own firm which provides architectural design and project services. 

How will you work with the IRF throughout your career to improve/advance road 
development around the world?

I would like to be associated with IRF for a long term. I would like to attend the annual 
IRF conferences and share my experiences as Construction Professional. As a 
graduate research in the construction management department I would also like to 
share my research which are based on road development to the IRF. After graduating I 
would encourage my juniors at the East Carolina University to attend the conferences 
by the IRF organization. I would continue to research on topics which would be 
beneficial to the IRF organization and explore new techniques in the road development 
throughout the world. 

What do you hope to gain from your participation in the IRF Road Scholar 
Program?

The IRF fellowship Program is a great podium for a student in the construction 
industry. In this program, I get to meet myriad professionals. The program being a 
Global platform I will be aware of the current construction through this Program. I also 
get to visit various structures in the Washington D.C city and learn their construction 
techniques. I will be exposed to a lot of new subjects and get to learn a lot of current 
innovations and research through the seminars. Apart from the learning, I get to 
interact with various other international students and work with them as teams in 
various activities conducted in the event. 

Sponsored by:
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In what sector do you hope to/plan on working?

After getting my PhD I would like to keep on working in the transportation sector 
especially in the development of new sustainable solutions. 

What are the main goals you wish to accomplish in your career?

My first goal is contributing to the development of more sustainable and resilient 
roads. Transport infrastructures are vital for the economic development of regions 
and also for the daily life of citizens as they connect different hotspots. However, their 
construction and maintenance require large amount of natural resources. Searching 
for innovative solutions to achieve a significant replacement of virgin materials (like 
aggregates or bitumen) and to extend the service life of roads is crucial and I wish to 
be part of it.

How will you work with the IRF throughout your career to improve/advance road 
development around the world?

Nowadays, most of the challenges transportation sector is facing, like road aging 
or the increase of traffic demand (which is making more frequent maintenance 
intervention necessary) are transnational. To solve these aforementioned problems, 
research centers and local administrations have to join forces to propose innovative 
ideas and apply different approaches and skills to make a success of those ideas. 
In this sense, working with an organization like IRF is a privilege since it creates an 
excellent network connecting some of the most important institutions worldwide. For 
this reason, I would really like to collaborate with them in the near future.
 
What do you hope to gain from your participation in the IRF Road Scholar 
Program?

Participating in the IRF Executive Fellowship program will be a unique experience from 
the professional and personal point of view. I am eager to take part in the different 
fieldtrips but as a PhD Candidate, I am especially interested in visiting the Turner 
Fairbanks Highway Research Center as it is a worldwide referent in the road sector. On 
the other hand, attending the Transportation Research Board Annual Meeting, which 
is expected to attract more than 13,000 transportation professionals, is also very 
appealing to me. I expect to learn about new technologies for road construction and 
also create a professional network with existing and future field leaders.

SPAIN

Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State 

University

Email
esther.lizasoain@

unican.es

Esther Lizasoain Arteaga
Transportation

Sponsored by:

Class of 2019
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USA

Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State 

University

Email
rjmccar1@vt.edu

Ross McCarthy
Civil Engineering

In what sector do you hope to/plan on working?

I’d like to work with pavement management, particularly in traffic safety.  However, 
pavement management of surface properties in or out of the area of safety are also of 
interest.

What are the main goals you wish to accomplish in your career?

With a PhD in engineering, at some point, I would like to have a position of leadership 
in the industry, especially in research.  Although I currently lack knowledge of various 
job titles in industry, later in my career I would like to become a project manager.   
Eventually, when I retire from the industry, I would like to teach transportation 
engineering at a university as a way of giving back to society by preparing for its future 
by educating students that are wanting to be engineers. 

How will you work with the IRF throughout your career to improve/advance road 
development around the world?

Prior to my recent invitation to participate in IRF, I had little knowledge of the 
organization.  However, the IRF’s website states that their “Vision” is to develop and 
deliver a “well-planned, safe, accessible and environmentally sound road network”.  
This is in-line with what I believe is a moral and ethical obligation of any engineer.  As 
an admirer of this objective, I would like to learn more about IRF, and see how my 
career choices can align with the IRF vision to improve the safety of the transportation 
infrastructure in my country, and if possible, in the world as a whole.

What do you hope to gain from your participation in the IRF Road Scholar 
Program?

I hope to learn more about how IRF serves the world community as a whole, and how 
it influences the industry in the US.  I will be graduating in under a year, and so I would 
also like to learn more about what is to be a transportation engineer, as it pertains 
to leadership, so that I can be better prepared for the job market.  In this respect, 
I also look forward to the scheduled visits with individuals from different agencies/
organizations, such as the FHWA.  When I graduate, I plan to work in or around the 
Washington DC area (including Northern VA and Maryland), so the possibility meeting 
potential employers makes these scheduled visits of particular interest to me.  

Sponsored by:
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In what sector do you hope to/plan on working?

My thesis is on pedestrian safety and I am very interested in complete streets.

What are the main goals you wish to accomplish in your career?

I wish to combine my knowledge from my undergraduate degree in environmental 
engineering with my masters degree in civil engineering-transportation systems to 
advance the safety and design of automobiles and roadways with environmental 
factors in mind. I have traveled to many countries and seen the vast differences in 
safety and methods of transport. I wish to bring safety to everyone in the streets by 
helping increase the awareness of proper road ways and street design. 

How will you work with the IRF throughout your career to improve/advance road 
development around the world?

The IRF has fellows from around the world. On a global scale, the IRF has impacted 
the advancement of transportation. Being part of this community will jump start my 
career, giving me a strong passion to contribute to the future of transportation as a 
young professional. I can fulfill my dreams of impacting the safety and progression of 
travel and its relationship to the environment on a world wide scale with IRF. Joining 
the alumni association will allow me to volunteer and give back to future students. 
This opens a new door for research, business and knowledge opportunities. When we 
combine our resources, we can achieve exponentially more.

What do you hope to gain from your participation in the IRF Road Scholar 
Program?

From my experience at the IRF Fellowship program in January  I aspire to gain 
relationships through networking with other fellows and the speakers.Through these 
relationships and knowledge I will have the tools to do my best in the industry. I am 
excited to learn about new topics with students from around the world and hear about 
the state of transportation in their home countries. It will be a pleasure to discuss what 
other students are doing research on and what their aspirations are. I also am honored 
to meet my sponsor company, Transpo Industries, and thank them for this opportunity. 

USA

University of 
Central Florida

Email
morganmmorris@
knights.ucf.edu

 Morgan Morris
Civil Engineering

Sponsored by:

Class of 2019
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MYANMAR

Arizona State 
University

Email
snsang@asu.edu

Seng Hkawn N-Sang
Civil Engineering

In what sector do you hope to/plan on working?

I am flexible. My only desire is to work for a sector where my skills will be best utilized 
and my potentials are maximized.

What are the main goals you wish to accomplish in your career?

I believe transportation plays a critical role in increasing a country’s productivity and 
a reliable and sustainable transportation infrastructure is the prerequisite to building 
the economically and socially successful nation. Therefore, it is my very desire to help 
my home country, Burma, build toward a sustainable transportation system. I saw 
roads built using scarce resources and force labor and after the first monsoon season, 
the roads are unsafe and in poor condition. Burma also lacks material testing and 
research facilities among others. Thus, I hope to bring back my work experience as 
well as research skills back to my home.   

How will you work with the IRF throughout your career to improve/advance road 
development around the world?

I had an opportunity to attend IRF Global R2T Conference and monitor one of the 
technical sessions there. At the conference I connected with several attendees and 
got an opportunity talk to the speakers. I am impressed with their knowledge and the 
willingness to share. I have over 10 years of surface transportation design experience 
working for a private company and currently working for a government agency while 
pursuing doctoral study at Arizona State University. I believe pavement is a critical 
component in building a sustainable infrastructure and intend to conduct my doctoral 
research in pavement engineering. I would like to work with IRF in any way I can where 
I am needed most.   
 
What do you hope to gain from your participation in the IRF Road Scholar 
Program?

From the IRF Fellowship Program, I am expecting to learn leadership skills, meet and 
network with scholars and experts from around the world, and also tour different 
facilities including World Bank, and Turner Fairbanks. Since Burma needs financial 
assistance in building reliable and sustainable transportation system, I am hoping to 
be able to talk to someone at IRF to get information on Public Private Partnerships 
to fund roadway infrastructure. While touring World Bank facility I am hoping I have 
the opportunity to talk to someone who can point me to the right direction on getting 
financial assistance or loan from the world bank to assist Burma and other third world 
country in building transportation infrastructure.

Sponsored by:
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In what sector do you hope to/plan on working?

I am planing to work in Academia. I planing to go back to my country and teach in 
Misurata University. 

What are the main goals you wish to accomplish in your career?

My goal is to go back to Libya after getting experience from the US, and implement 
all the proper pavement design methodologies I am learning at ASU. Moreover, I 
am planning to start the concept of asphalt materials recycling in Libya which I am 
learning here, and by that solving the environmental problems caused by dumping 
asphalt materials, and lessening the costs of roads re-construction. By doing so, I will 
be using all the concepts and skills I learned to help in improving the transportation 
system in my country, which will lead to better economy and better quality of life.

How will you work with the IRF throughout your career to improve/advance road 
development around the world?

This program will give me the chance to connect with the leaders in the transportation 
field that I will be in contact with when I go back to my country and start applying the 
concepts I learned. I am looking forward to meeting and networking with scholars and 
experts and learning from them. This program will give me the chance to connect with 
the leaders in the transportation field that I will be in contact with when I go back to 
my country and start applying the concepts I learned. I am looking forward to meeting 
and networking with scholars and experts and learning from them.

What do you hope to gain from your participation in the IRF Road Scholar 
Program?

I believe that the Road Scholar Program offered by the International Road Federation 
will give me the chance of getting exposed to the leading associations in the 
transportation field, as FHWA, AASHTO and others. The experience and knowledge 
that I can take by visiting those associations will definitely add to the knowledge 
that I am planning to transfer to my home country. Moreover, attending the 98th 
Transportation Research Board (TRB) annual meeting will get me exposed to the ideas 
and development in the transportation field from one side, and will give me the chance 
of presenting my two papers that were already accepted for journal publication at 
TRB. 

LIBYA

Arizona State 
University

Email
rsalim@asu.edu

Ramadan Salim
Civil, Environmental and Sustainable Engineering

Sponsored by:
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JAPAN

Queensland 
University of 
Technology

Email
y.suzuki55@shutoko.jp

Yuya Suzuki
Engineering Management

In what sector do you hope to/plan on working?

I have already worked for a highway company in Japan as an electrical engineer. In 
near future, I would like to contribute overseas business such as consulting for solving 
a traffic congestion.

What are the main goals you wish to accomplish in your career?

In terms of age and traffic volume of roads in MEX, we have a large amount of 
information on historical failure, an effective way of maintenance and various electrical 
equipment. I guess many roads in many countries will be faced with an issue caused 
by age in the future. I would like to contribute to solve various problems in the world 
related to electrical equipment on roads, such as asset management including making 
an effective maintenance plan depending on many factors.

How will you work with the IRF throughout your career to improve/advance road 
development around the world?

I think the number of electrical equipment on a road is increasing in the world. 
Furthermore, the importance of electrical equipment will increase as an autonomous 
vehicle will be launched. At first, I would like to make a good relationship with 
members of IRF fellows and share information on electrical engineering on a road 
in each country.  I would like to identify a worldwide problem and propose an 
improvement plan with IRF. Until now, the interest of road is for civil engineering. The 
civil engineer accounts for the majority of the road industry, but I also would like to 
draw attention from electrical engineers.
 
What do you hope to gain from your participation in the IRF Road Scholar 
Program?

I would like to share important information related to roads from various countries. I 
also would like to make a great relationship with the participants and IRF members 
and know what ability including leadership is required for us as a road engineer. 
I would like to understand what kind of problem they have and their mindset and 
culture regarding their work. The worldwide current and future issues regarding a road 
industry which IRF require us to tackle. For example, the view of future road industry 
affected by the introduction of autonomous vehicles.  The trend of cutting-edge 
technology in the road industry.

Sponsored by:
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In what sector do you hope to/plan on working?

Universities

What are the main goals you wish to accomplish in your career?

To be a qualified professor in areas which are related to intelligent transportation 
systems, traffic operation, traffic management, and freight movement.  To teach 
the most up-to-date techniques of transportation engineering. To be a key person 
who interacts between the private sector and universities.  To improve advanced 
visualization techniques for traffic flow data which help us to understand our roads 
better. To gain qualified students who are interested in transportation for the public 
and private sectors.

How will you work with the IRF throughout your career to improve/advance road 
development around the world?

I am planning to work with the International Road Federation in terms of providing 
network using my connections in my home country. There is a huge demand for 
transportation engineering in Turkey nowadays. The main reason for that is the roads 
which develop day by day. Since constructing roads do not help to relieve traffic 
congestion by its own, people who are working on transportation sectors, as well 
as universities, are required to have a deep knowledge of intelligent transportation 
techniques. The reality is of the IRF is a prestigious organization knowing for all around 
the world. Therefore, I am willing to be a key person who provides an interaction 
between the IRF and researchers who are in my country.

What do you hope to gain from your participation in the IRF Road Scholar 
Program?

First of all, I believe that attending to International Road Federation Fellowship 
Program is going to be an amazing experience for me. Then, I would like to say being 
a participant of the IRF will provide me to widen my network by the way of field trips. 
Moreover, to meet with the new fellows will be a starting point for a lifelong friendship 
for me. I also would like to say that meeting to the pioneers of the transportation 
sector during the program will change my point of view in a positive way. I hope that 
having the most updated information about the transportation systems by these 
pioneers will be a stepping stone for my career. 

TURKEY

University of South 
Florida

Email
erenyuksel@mail.usf.

edu

Eren Yuksel
Transportation Engineering
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