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1 Welcomes

Montenegro has shown significant progress in achieving key strategic priorities 
related to NATO integration (becoming a member of June 5, 2017) and pre-
accession negotiations with the European Union. As a Minister in the Government 
of Montenegro, I feel especially honoured to be leading this sector in a period 
when one, in certain ways new chapter of regional cooperation and cooperation of 
the region with the EU has intensified, manifesting itself through the Connectivity 
Agenda and being additionally confirmed by the singing of the Transport Community 
Treaty in Trieste in 2017. In alignment with these moves, the national Single Project 
Pipeline has been updated, containing in its core projects complementary with 

obligations Montenegro undertook within the Connectivity Agenda and connected to the construction 
and rehabilitation of corridors situated on the indicative extension of TEN-T network to the Western 
Balkans region. 
Key infrastructure projects in transport sector are the construction of a) Bar-Boljare highway (border with 
the Republic of Serbia) / Orient – East Mediterranean corridor, b) Adriatic-Ionian corridor (coastal variant, 
expressway along Montenegrin coast) / Mediterranean corridor, which is a connection of Montenegro 
with the Republic of Croatia and the Republic of Albania, and c) rehabilitation of railway line Bar-Vrbnica 
(border with the Republic of Serbia) / Orient – East Meditterrenean corridor. 
In the context of these priorities and the ongoing construction of the most demanding, 41 km long priority 
section of Bar-Boljare highway (Smokovac-Uvač-Mateševo), organization of the Transport Connectivity 
Forum has special significance for Montenegro. In close partnership with the IRF, Ministry of Transport and 
Maritime Affairs aims to bring together main decision-makers in the region, as well as representatives of 
the non-government and private sectors, in order to hold open dialogue on current and future trends in 
the road sub-sector and transport sector as a whole.     

Welcome!

H.E. Osman Nurković
Minister of Transport & Maritime Affairs, Montenegro

South East Europe is at an important crossroads in the development of its road 
connectivity programs, securing a critical role as a gateway for international trade 
routes. 
At a time of growing motorization, the region’s network of roads and highways is 
currently its largest public asset. However, significant challenges remain to enhance 
the safety, efficiency, and connectivity of the road network, underscoring the value 
of enhanced regional cooperation.
Against this backdrop, the International Road Federation is pleased to present the 
2019 Transport Connectivity Forum in partnership with the Ministry of Transport & 

Maritime Affairs of Montenegro. We have designed this event with the idea of providing a setting for 
sharing proven and innovative solutions for the region’s infrastructure connectivity challenges. With this 
Forum, our goal is to help policy-makers, planners and infrastructure operators across the region translate 
these challenges into concrete policy and planning decisions.

C. Patrick Sankey
President & CEO

International Road Federation
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Improving the connectivity within the Western Balkan region as well as between 
the Western Balkans and the European Union is a key factor in the process of 
enhancing competitiveness of the region and further advancement of growth and 
employment. Current trends of regional and economic integration bring about 
numerous changes in all segments of everyday life. Transport integration of the 
region is one of key priorities of the enlargement policy, evidenced by the fact that 
by 2020 the European Commission will allocate grants amounting up to a billion 
euro for the co-financing of infrastructure transport projects in the region. 
We expect the Transport Connectivity Forum to define guidelines, which will 

contribute to further development of this significant economic branch, the strengthening of cooperation 
between the Western Balkan countries, whose economies require faster and more efficient transport 
without any barriers. The Chamber of Economy in cooperation with business associations in the region 
and relevant decision-makers remains dedicated to improving business conditions in the Western 
Balkans, and to intensifying the exchange of goods and services, which require the development of 
transport infrastructure. Better road, rail, maritime and air transport ensure closer connections between 
our countries, but also with the European Union. 

Vlastimir Golubović
President, Chamber of Commerce of Montenegro

Monteput LLC Podgorica is a state enterprise formed by the Government of Mon-
tenegro in 2006 as a legal successor entity of the Highway Construction Director-
ate in Montenegro, with the headquarters in Podgorica. The main business activities 
of Monteput relate to the management and maintenance of tunnel Sozina, to the 
management of implementation of Bar-Boljare highway project and certain activities 
related to the monitoring of implementation of the expressway along Montenegrin 
coastline project.  
Taking into account the importance of Monteput for the development of infrastruc-
ture in Montenegro, it should be noted that the enterprise puts significant emphasis 

on the introduction of standards in the fields of safety, functionality, maintenance and management of main 
roads entrusted to it by the Government of Montenegro. In this respect, special attention is given to coop-
eration with similar institutions from the countries in the region and in the EU. 
In this context, the Transport Connectivity Forum is the perfect occasion for exchange of experiences and 
knowledge with other transport stakeholders, especially in the fields of investment financing, digital tech-
nologies and implementation of European standards and guidelines related to transport infrastructure. 

Jonuz Mujević
Executive Director, Monteput

The Faculty of Mechanical Engineering at the University of Montenegro is a partner of 
various stakeholders in transport sector in Montenegro for more than four decades. 
As a Faculty, we are very proud of our partnership with the Ministry of Transport and 
Maritime Affairs, through which we actively contribute to the fields of homologation 
and inspection of vehicles, inspection related to technical services in Montenegro 
and many other projects connected to education of all stakeholders in the transport 
sector chain in Montenegro. We intend to serve and support the Ministry of Transport 
and Maritime Affairs in all activities related to our fields of expertise, especially in terms 
of implementing latest EU standards in the process of the accession of Montenegro 

to the EU in forthcoming time. Our focus are safety issues in transport but also impact of transportation on 
sustainability and exploration of ways to protect the environment, in accordance with new EU policies which 
propose decarbonisation of transport in the recent future.
The Transport Connectivity Forum is a great opportunity to share experiences with other participants in this 
area. Our representatives will take active participation in the Safer Road Mobility panel (Session 2b-Safe Ve-
hicles). Welcome!

Igor Vušanović
Dean, University of Montenegro, Faculty of Mechanical Engineering
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DAY 1: OCTOBER 1

09:00 WELCOME ADDRESSES

09:30 COUNTRY ROUNDTABLE: CONNECTING THE WESTERN BALKANS FOR SHARED PROSPERITY 

Leaders participating at the Berlin Process Summit in Poznań on July 4-5 unanimously 
reaffirmed their unequivocal support for the European perspective of the Western 
Balkans supported by an ambitious, rules-based Connectivity Agenda. Roundtable 
participants are invited to reflect on the associated implications for their respective 
national transport agendas, as well as regional cooperation opportunities to address 
common challenges.

10:30 FAMILY PHOTO & PRESS STATEMENTS 

11:00 COFFEE BREAK & VISIT OF THE EXHIBITION

11:30 PLENARY ROUNDTABLE: DELIVERING SUSTAINABLE CONNECTIVITY PROGRAMS

The private sector is a critical partner in the delivery of the Connectivity Agenda. Using 
case studies from the region and beyond, panellists will highlight opportunities for the 
West Balkan countries to leverage international experience in streamlining the delivery 
of their priority projects.

LUNCH BREAK & BILATERAL MEETINGS

14:00
– 

17:00

NEW ROAD MANAGEMENT MODELS

Session 1a: From Road Analytics to Investments

Roadway analytics are a powerful tool 
that enable public agencies to carry 
out on-demand analysis and plan 
infrastructure improvement projects. Join 
this session to understand how “big data” 
can help extract actionable insights, 
whether you want to understand historic 
traffic trends or benchmark roadway 
performance in support of targeted 
investment strategies.

SAFER ROAD MOBILITY

Session 2a: Safe by Design

The Balkan economies are rapidly 
renovating and expanding their road 
networks. These new roads have enormous 
potential to stimulate economic growth and 
lift standards of living, yet can also present 
risks when key safety considerations are 
omitted in the design and construction 
phases.

Session 1b: Road User Charging

Tolling technologies have made 
tremendous progress over the past 
decade, and tolling solutions today 
presents fewer implementation risks. 
This session is designed to foster a better 
understanding of the Provide updated 
knowledge on possibilities and challenges 
in Electronic Toll Collection, Road User 
Charging, and Mobility Pricing. 

Session 2b: Safe Vehicles with UNECE

The aim of the session is to strengthen 
on how to efficiently implement provisions 
of the UN 1958 Agreement concerning 
the Adoption of Harmonized Regulations 
for Wheeled Vehicles into their national 
legislation to be in full conformity with the 
Agreement. The workshop will allow also an 
exchange of international best practices on 
the associated benefits for safer vehicles.
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DAY 2: OCTOBER 2

09:00
– 

12:00

TRAINING WORKSHOP 1

Safer Roadsides

Attendees will be introduced to the 
global best practices for roadside safety, 
and they will be taught the importance 
of site specific data to determine 
the most appropriate product for a 
particular application as well as the 
requirements to maintain this asset to 
specified performance criteria. They 
also will become familiarized with the 
roadside design guidelines, as well as the 
performance testing criteria being utilized 
in Europe to allow them to make informed 
choices.

TRAINING WORKSHOP 2

Highway Project Procurement

Public procurement is a powerful tool 
that can be leveraged to deliver long term 
value for money, promote innovation and 
sustainability, and directly benefit the 
host country through skills partnerships 
and technology transfer programs. 
This workshop is designed to meet the 
educational needs of government officials 
in charge of surface transportation 
procurements and contracts. Attendees will 
be exposed to multiple illustrations good 
practices as well as different procurement 
instruments.

  LEAD INSTRUCTOR: 

Michael G. Dreznes, 
International Road Federation

Dreznes has spent the last thirty years 
working to make the roads safer around 
the world.  He is recognized as one 
of the world’s leading specialists on 
roadside safety promoting the concept 
of “Forgiving Roads,” and has conducted 
multiple road safety training seminars 
on roadside safety, work zone safety, 
vulnerable user safety and road safety 
audit in more than sixty countries around 
the world.

 

  LEAD INSTRUCTOR: 

Jaap de Koning, European 

Federation of Engineering 
Consultancy Associations

Educated as an Economist and 
Constructional Engineer, Jaap de Koning 
has a 25-year experience in the field 
of tendering, contracting and project 
management in the infrastructure and 
construction industry. He focuses on 
projects with specific elements, such 
as the ambition to innovate through 
procurement, a-typical procurement 
procedures, such as innovative partnership 
and special contract models.

Field visit to Bar-Boljare highway project at 13:00
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Osman Nurković
Minister of Transport & 
Maritime Affairs,
Montenegro

Zorana Mihajlović
Vice President and Minister 
of Construction, Transport 
and Infrastructure, 
Republic of Serbia

Rossen Jeliazkov
Minister of Transport, 
Information Technology & 
Communications, Bulgaria

Saša Delipagić
Deputy Minister of Transport, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina

Artan Skhreli
Deputy Minister of 
Infrastructure and Energy, 
Albania

Angelina Zivkovic
State Secretary of Transport 
and Maritime Affairs, 
Montenegro

Mücahit Arman
Deputy Director General, 
Turkish Roads General 
Directorate (KGM)

Michael G. Dreznes
Executive Vice President, 
International Road 
Federation

Nenad Nikolic
Regional Advisor, 
Sustainable Transport 
Division, UNECE

Vlastimir Golubović
President, Chamber of 
Commerce of Montenegro

Igor Vušanović
Dean, University of 
Montenegro, Faculty of 
Mechanical Engineering

Aleksandar Žurić
President of the Board of 
Directors, Monteput

Marissa Burkett
Senior Business Analyst, 
Ptolemus

Jaap de Koning
Chair of Internal Market 
Committee, European 
Federation of Engineering 
Consultancy Association
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Donald Mishaxhiu
Associate Director, European 
Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (EBRD)

Nina Elter
Vice President, Global 
Market Development, 
EROAD

Entela Ruci
Government Relation 
Representative, Bechtel

Marius Damachi
Head of the Type Approval 
Department, Romanian 
Automotive Register

Michele Frizzarin
Research & Development 
Manager, Franchetti Group

Tom Antonissen
Senior Advisor, 
International Road 
Federation

Philip Wijers
Director of Government 
Affairs, Sensys Gatso Group

Jan Filipovsky
Country Manager, 
Roadscanners

Benoit Rossi
Director Business 
Development & Marketing, 
EMOVIS

Dirk Schönauer
Managing Director
AVS Verkehrssicherung

Eirini Kastrouni
Research Associate, 
Transportation Consultant, 
Denco Transport 
Engineers Ltd.

Walter Nissler
Chief, Vehicle Regulations 
and Transport Innovations 
Section, UNECE

Brendan Halleman
Vice President, Europe & 
Central Asia, International 
Road Federation

Please Scan for 
Speaker Bios
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